
CEFPI Programme        
 
Christchurch 28 May 
 

Venue Focus Time 

Sudima Hotel  
 

Pick up for those staying at Sudima Hotel 
(meet in foyer with luggage) 
Taken to Airport Gateway Motor Lodge 
 

9.30 

Pohutukawa Room 
Airport Gateway Motor Lodge 
45 Roydvale Avenue 
 
 
 
 

Welcome and briefing: 
 
Overview of the education situation in 
Christchurch prior to and after the two 
major earthquakes and subsequent 
aftershocks. The Feb 22, 2011 earthquake 
resulted in the closure of over 20 schools for 
varying periods of time as damage was 
repaired and geotechnical reports were 
produced. Over 7000 students needed to be 
moved twice daily across to the more 
unaffected, western side of the city.  Primary 
schools were doubled up and secondary 
schools ran in a “two-shift format.” 
 
The Ministry of Education has been working 
with schools and their communities to 
produce a future network of schools that 
reflects the changing demographics of the 
city and the challenges of working with 
unstable ground. 
 
This session will provide the context for the 
two school visits we will be making, with an 
additional emphasis on planning and 
opportunities for schooling in Christchurch 
for the future.  
 
Tea/coffee and morning tea  

9.45 -10.45am  

Site visit one: 
Redcliffs School 

Redcliffs School is a seaside primary school 
with a roll of about 300 students at the time 
of the earthquake. It lies at the base of a 
volcanic lava flow (hence it’s name). The face 
of this cliff fell onto the rear of the school 
and the school was evacuated to another 
nearby school for 6 weeks while the stability 
of the cliff was investigated. The school was 
then shifted for a second time to its present 
location and is there until at least the end of 

11.30 - 12.30 



2013. It is still unknown if the school can 
return to its original site. 

CBD bus tour with lunch en route 
“Paper bag lunch” will be supplied 
 

 Issues for inner city schools 12.45 - 1.30 

Site visit two: 
Avonside Girls High School 

This will entail an overview of the school’s 
experience and their plans for the future.  
 
Avonside Girls High School provides a single 
sex option for about 1200 girls in the eastern 
part of the city. Its riverside location meant 
it was particularly susceptible to liquefaction 
during the earthquake. The students were 
then transferred on a daily basis to Burnside 
High School (near Christchurch Airport) for 
their schooling. Subsequent damage 
investigations resulted in about 90% of the 
school being demolished over the course of 
2011, and a new prefab/modular school 
being built in time for the start of the 2012 
school year. 
 
Geotechnical reports indicate that the school 
can be rebuilt on the site, but a final decision 
is yet to be made about the long-term future 
of the school. 

1.45 - 2.45 

Return to Airport Gateway Motor 
Lodge 

Debrief  
Tea and coffee 

3.15 – 3.45 

Airport Gateway Motor Lodge Collect luggage and be taken to the airport 
for flights to Auckland. 

3.45  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


